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STREET NAME SIGNS 


What_types of street name signs are most widely used and what is the best type 
_ —- Now availabie? 
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oo Street name signs in mst cities are made of porcelain or baked enamel steel 
a plate or aluminum plate. Wooden signs, however, are used in quite a number of 
cities, and have some important advantages over metal signs. The city of Mil 


waukee is now conducting some experiments on signs made of plastic materials 

3 and aluminum, while Denver is installing a new type of metal sign. 

a - he street name signs installed in Milwaukee about 16 years ago probably are 
typical of the signs found in many cities. They are made of porcelain enamel 

4 . steel and carry the name of the cross street in small letters at the top. These 
* signs cost 57 cents each in 1930, and were mounted on oak boards impregnated 

4 with preservative oil and fastened to brackets made of malleable galvanized 


i castings which are fastened to street light poles. While the signs are still 
: in place and giving good service, some of them faded after a number of years 
and it was necessary to remove them to apply varnish to bring out the color. 
Recently, Milwaukee has been consulting with manufacturers of plastics and a- 
luminum products with a view to developing a new Sign. 


The city of Denver, Colorado, after experimenting with concrete, steel, and 
wooden posts with various types of signs, recently decided that the convention- 
al signs are too high off the ground and require the automobile driver to take 
his eyes off of the pavement, and also that they are too expensive. City of- 
ficials believed that street name signs should be low enough to be picked up 
by automobile headlights at night. The city therefore has adopted 2 vertical - 
type sign with letters in the street name placed one below the other on two 
sides of a three-sided tube made from 16-gauge sheet metal which is bent to 
form a triangle with three equal sides, each side 4" by 32". This tube is 
dipped in a primer vat and then “stot” with two coats of black enamel. Pro- 
cess letters are applied by means of a screen stencil system and while the 
paint is still wet small glass beads are dusted on the letters to provide a 
reflecting effect. When the lettering is dry the entire sign is sprayed with 
clear varnish. The post that supports the sign is 1$-inch standard wrought 
aluminum coating. The post is set in conerste and 


iron pipe 7" long with &n ¢ 7 
the triangular sign slipped over the post and secured by two bolts. Complete 


cost of labor, terial, and installation of sign is $4.73 per sign. 


In 1937 the School of Forestry at Yale University recommended that the city 
of New Haven replace metal signs with wood signs in order to develop a more 
visible sign which also coulda be repainted at minimum cost. During the past 
two or three years the city of New Haven has installed more than 00 of these 
wooden signs. They have 4 black background and white raised telters. City 
officials report that these wooden signs have greater visibility but are moy’e 
expensive than other types of signs. New Haven also reports that brush paint - 
ing is preferred to roller painting of the white letters because experience 
shows that paint applied with 4 roller peels easily. Wood signs also are 
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_recommended by the Michigan teat aiped ceeadn: and hing now Poe ix 
cities including Ann Arbor, Benton Harbor, Detroit, Ferndale, Flint, 
Monroe, Plymouth, and Saginaw. A number of cities in other states hav 
led this sign, including Davenport, TEMS and Houlton, Maine. | Sas 
Selection of Signs. Perhaps the most extensive tests of street name 
that have been undertaken in recent years were those made in Sagi 
in 1937 when the city received bids on 11 different samples... Four of. the 
were of aluminum plate or alloy, two were "metal," four were 18-gauge galva- 
nealed steel, and one was gumwood. The height of the letters varied from 2 
to 3-7/8 inehes, the highest letters being on the gumwood sign. Five of 1 . 
signs used the colors black and white, and the remaining six used various com 
binations such as green and white, black end ove black and a shee and a 
green and silver. = Ae ae 


All of these signs were tested for visibility, durability, juiotemeeou and 
cost. With regard to visibility, which is a prime consideration in the purchag 
of signs, the white letters on black background on the gumwood signs were visi- 
ble for 259 feet. Next in visibility were the black letters on the silver back 
ground on an aluminum sign, which were visible for about 165 feet. Letters on ~ 
other signs were not visible beyond 147 feet, with one sign visible at ay on 
feet. 


In testing durability the signs are placed at a distance of approximately 
ten feet, and half of a brick hurled at them. The signs were then checked for — 
beeakscie- bending, and chipping. While some of the metal signs showed no chip- 
ping on the surface, the bending of the signs would eventually make them un- 
sightly and they would from necessity need replacing. Metal signs which were 
chipped would eventually rust out. Consideration also was given at this point — 
to the material in the sign. In this test the aluminum alloy (cast) aign won ~ 
first place, with the gumwood sign in second place. — 


In testing construction the factors considered were: appearance of the sign, 
method of installation, and ease of maintenance in future years. In this par- 
ticular observation it was a case of personal judgment. The aluminum plate 
signs rated hignest and the gumwood sign was in fifth place. 


The rating on the basis of price gave the gumwood sign fifth place, while 
the steel signs were cheaper. 


When all of the above factors were considered and combined for a final rat- 
ing, the gumwood sign received the best score. The observations and tests jn- 
dicated that the gumwood sign was the best all-around sign because: 


1. The sign can be observed at 259 feet whereas the next best sign can be 
seen at a distance of only 165 feet, ; 
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2. Its cost is reasonable. 


went 


3. Its durability is outranked by only one sign, and this Bamnis 4 was elim- — 
inated because of its extreme ly high cost. 


4, Its construction features, while not so pleasing in appearance, are sub-— 
stantial, and can be emsily maintained at smell cost. 
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5. The wooden sign and the letter height and stroke conform very closely to 
alls the conclusions reached after a number of experiments conducted by the 
? city of Boston in 1927, and with recommendations made in 1937 by the 


pape ot Forestry of Yale University to the City of New Haven, Connecti- 
cut. | 


. Advantages of Wooden Signs. Perhaps the best type of wooden sign developed 
to date is the carved wood street name sign designed by the Michigan Municipal 
_ league over 10 years ago, The name plates are of heavy gumwood stock and have 
_  darge raised letters painted white, with the reminder of the board painted 

_ black. Chief among the advantages of this Sign is its great legibility both in 
daylight and in artificial light, and its extreme durability. legibility re- 
sults from the following factors: (1) the white-on-black combination; (2) the 
large size of the letters, (3-3/4 inches high); (3) the letters are raised; 

(4) the sign lengths are adjusted to the length of the name instead of squeez- 


ie long names into a standard length sign; and (5) wooden signs are extremely 
urable. 


Wooden signs will not chip when hit by rocks or vehicles, nor will they bend 
or rust. Any metal sign is subject to all of these damaging factors, and once 
rust sets in, a metal sign ordinarily must be replaced as it cannot satisfactor- 
iiy be repaired. The wooden signs, on the other hand, are easily maintained by 
an occasional paint job. The city cf Detroit has some carved wooden signs, 
substantially the same as these gumwood signs, which have been in use for over 
25 years. These gumwood signs are available from the Michigan Municipal League 
(205 South State Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan) at $5 per sign (subject to change), 
A sign inciudes four name boards for a standard two-street interssction, com- 
plete with fitting assembly, ready for mounting on a 2-inch water pipe post 
(the post is not included in the price). The League makes a sample sign avail- 
able without cost upon request of the officials of any city. 


Location of Signs. It is exceptiongl to find signs on all four corners at 
street intersections, except in the case of very wide streets, or on boulevards, 
or in business sections. Most cities place signs only on one corner in resi- 
dential districts, on two diagonally opposite corners on more heavily traveled 
streets or through streets, and on four corners in the business district. In 
downtown districts the signs usuelly are placed on light posts or on other u- 
tility posts such as trolley poles. 


Where signs are placed on only two corners the sign should be placed at the 
intersection nearest the approaching traffic on the main artery, so that it may 
be scen at 2 maximum distance by approaching traffic on the busier of the two 
streets. Since traffic on the cross street must slow down or stop at the in- 
tersection, the distance that the sign can be seen is less important. 


Street name signs should be readily visible far enough from the intersection 
30 that the motorist may prepare to turn before he is at the intersection. Signs 
which are placed at right angles, one above the other, can be more readily seen 
than signs which are placed end to end at right angles on the same level be- 
cause in the case of the former a person can see both signs at once, but when 
they are end to end the view of one sign is obstructed by the other. 


The height at which signs are hung vary from about 8 or 10 feet up to 15 or 
more feet. On boulevards and other streets carrying heavy treiite = the sign 
probably should be visible for 200 feet, and this may require that the sign 
be hung about 14 or 15 feet above the street. 
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Conclusion. The weight of evidence seems to favor the use of wood over 
as the best material for street Signs. Metal signs may be attractive in ay 
ance,but they are inferior in durability to properly painted wood, andthe 
on the metal surface greatly reduces its visibility under comparable condit. 
of light. Wooden signs also are more easily serviced than metal signs. Th 
raised letters make the sign visible from several angles and make it possib 
to repaint quickly with a roller. Thus the original cost of the metal sign 
be less than the wood sign, but the wood sign should last longer and cost le: 
to maintain. It is possible that further experimentation may result in the « 
velopment of an aluminum sign or one made from plastic or ceramic materials 
will be preferable to both the wood and metal signs. 


